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Outline

• How the Brazilian system for evaluating grad programs work 
and how it impacts how Brazilian authors choose journals to 
publish, besides the cost aspect.

• State of the TAs and lists used to grant APC waivers

• Other initiatives on OA from the Global South, especially South 
America 

• Rede Scielo



Qualis CAPES overview

• List of journals maintained by CAPES (agency of the Brazilian Ministry of 
Education)

• Journals are divided into 8 strata based on their highest quantile rank 
from ISI WoS and Scopus

• A1 to A4 (journals above 50% of the quantile) and B1 to B4 (below 
median quantile)

• This system is used mostly to evaluate graduate programs, but also 
in hiring processes for professors, post docs etc

• Some universities use the Qualis system to distribute funding to pay for 
APCs

• My own university only allows me to pay for APCs of A1 and A2 
journals, other journals have less money available



https://sucupira.capes.gov.br/sucupira/public/consultas/coleta/veiculoPublicacaoQualis/
listaConsultaGeralPeriodicos.jsf



Open access and barriers to Global 
South
• APC can be a great barrier to authors in the Global 

South

• Not only because of the high price, but also because it's 
charged in a foreign currency, subjected to exchange 
rate change

• Impossible to predict in the long term (how a grant manager 
could set aside a given value to pay APCs if they keep 
changing?)







Open access

• Think of alternatives…Analogy with cloud-based 
services

• G Drive, Spotify, Apple Music etc –> charge in local 
currency

• Why is this not the case for scientific journals?

• Importance of taking into account Purchase Power Parity 
(PPP)



World Bank and Research4Life lists 
might not be enough
• Problems with World Bank list (used to give waivers)

• Most low-income countries do not produce science at an 
international level

• How many papers per year do we receive from e.g., sub-Saharan 
countries?

• e.g. Brazil is an upper-higher income country (as most of Lat 
Am) and usually don't have waivers

• Need to come up with a better alternative list of 
countries based on science funding, currency exchange 
rate, etc



• Authors who qualify for APC waivers 

correspond to only 0.35% of publication 

origins are low-income economies, thus 

qualifying for full waivers in journals that 

adopt World Bank classifications. Lower 

middle-income economies, qualifying for 

discounts, correspond to 1.32%. 

• When using Research4Life classifications, 

1.12% of origins were from Group A, which 

qualifies for full waivers, and 4.05% from 

Group B, which receives 50% discounts. 

• This demonstrates that even the more 

comprehensive current waiver and discount 

policy covers only a minute proportion of 

papers indexed in this database.

“Authors from middle-income countries which aren´t 

included in Research4Life (...) publish less in OA 

journals, suggesting they may be economically excluded 

from this option currently, prior to the projected full 

transition to an OA-only publication landscape in 2025.



Rebouças, Moroti, Provete in 
review



Rebouças, Moroti, Provete in 
review



The role TAs can have

• Transformational agreements are a useful tool for a 
transitional period, but need to be better worked 

• Needs fast expansion towards the Global South



Wiley Transformational Agreements

98
Agreements

2,800+
Institutions

80,000+
Articles

Mexico, Central, & 
South America
4

Agreements
4 

Institutions

US & Canada

52 
Agreements

500+ 
Institutions

Australasia

2 
Agreements

55 
Institutions

13
Agreements

280+ 
Institutions

Asia

Middle East & Africa

6
Agreements

280+ 
Institutions

Europe

21
Agreements

2000+ 
Institutions





Announced in February



The Brazilian scientific 
community is well aware 
that we have to move fast 
or rather be left out of the 
bussiness

2023

2022



One of those life’s irony....

The Scielo network began 25 Years ago as a 
platform for scientific journals in Brazil, funded by 
CAPES, CNPq and FAPESP. But quickly expanded 
throughout Latin America with the help of 
BIREME, and more recently Africa. Now it covers 
1000+ journals all available free to read in a 
designed platform



Thank you!

diogo.provete@ufms.br

@DiogoProvete 
Twitter/X

mailto:diogo.provete@ufms.br
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